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RECOMMENDATION 11

INCREASED NATIONAL SUPPORT FOR
EXPANSION OF REGIONAL AND RURAL
ROAD SAFETY INITIATIVES

Proven low-cost infrastructure solutions can

have a high impact on regional road safety
outcomes.

Recommendation 5 in the December 2019 RA
submission proposed that the Federal Government
should strongly link infrastructure funding to road
safety outcomes to combat Australia’s rising road
toll. This additional recommendation focusses on
recent RA discussions with State and Territory
road managers and industry experts on successful
regional road infrastructure safety treatments.

Despite making up only 17% of the nation’s
population, it is estimated that deaths on regional
roads account for two in every three of the lives lost
nationally. While driver behaviour and vehicle design
have a role to play in improving safety, relatively low-
cost infrastructure treatments can be an effective
and efficient way to reduce the number or impact of
crashes. These treatments can be especially helpful
in reducing run-off-road and head-on crashes.

RA welcomes the recent federal funding
announcements in June and July 2020 relating to
road safety infrastructure, as part of the $1.5 billion
nationwide infrastructure package, including $500
million for targeted road safety works. RA has been
supporting increased Federal funding for low-

cost road safety treatments for some time, so it is
encouraging to see these types of treatments being
funded, including shoulder widening or sealing and
audio-tactile line markings.

RA has continued to engage with road safety experts
and road managers on this important issue, most
recently through a Regional Road Infrastructure
webinar on 8 July 2020. The webinar was attended
by over 120 participants from across industry and
government, the outcomes from which are attached
as an Addendum.
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The webinar brought together experts from across
Australia, including Robin Jackson, Chief of
Infrastructure Prioritisation, Infrastructure Australia
(IA) who reinforced that regional roads account for
a disproportionate amount of road fatalities. One
of the key themes of the /A Infrastructure Priority
List* is a regional focus for both regional and rural
road network safety improvements. Mr Jackson
also highlighted that the pace with which projects
can be progressed from concept or problem stage
to solution and delivery can help to speed up the
recovery of the economy - which has increased
importance in the current COVID-19 environment.

Presenter Bernard Carlon, Executive Director,
Centres for Road Safety & Maritime Safety, Transport
for NSW, highlighted the stark road crash data for
country roads in NSW. Mr Carlon emphasised the
ongoing importance of road safety, highlighting

the 9,816 fatalities and serious injuries (FSls) that
occurred on country roads in NSW between 2015 and
2019, at an estimated cost of $13 billion.

The Towards Zero Infrastructure Program®, which
is included in |A’s list as a High Priority Initiative,
found that a $1 billion investment in road safety is
estimated to avoid 628 fatalities and 4,820 serious
injuries over the lifetime of the investments,
returning a benefit-cost ratio (BCR) of 5.06.

Mr Carlon presented TfNSW research® showing

the effectiveness of several road safety treatments

including:

» Full containment (roadside and median barriers):
90-95% reduction in head-on FSls; 90-95
reduction in run-off-road FSls; and 50-75%
reduction in FSls across all crash types;

» Median barrier only: 90-95% reduction in head-
on FSls;

» Roadside barriers: 90-95% reduction in run-off-
road FSls;

» Wide centreline: 50% reduction in head-on
crashes; and 20-25% reduction in run-off-road
crashes; and

» Audio-tactile line marking: 20-25% reduction
in run-off-road crashes; and 25% reduction in
head-on crashes.

4 Infrastructure Australia, Infrastructure Priority List 2020 www.infrastructureaustralia.gov.au/infrastructure-priority-list

5 Towards Zero Infrastructure program www.infrastructure.nsw.gov.au/media/1726/towards_zero_business_case_summary_summary.pdf

6 NSW Government https://towardszero.nsw.gov.au/saving-lives-on-country-roads
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Presenter, Mike Stapleton, Deputy Director General,
Queensland Department of Transport and Main
Roads, provided an overview of regional road safety
initiatives carried out in Queensland.

Wide centre line treatments (WCLT) have been used
successfully in high-risk areas to reduce crashes
where a vehicle crosses the centre line. This has
been operationalised through application of policy
requiring any project on a rural road with 4,000
vehicles per day or more to use WCLT and audio
tactile line marking. In Queensland, this has been
found to reduce the rate of FSI crashes by an average
of 20% and the rate of head-on crashes by an
average of 46%.

Mr Stapleton highlighted other road safety
treatments in Queensland, including:

» Township entry treatments (TET): implemented
where high-speed rural roads transition to lower
speed roads;

» Sealing roads: with more than 2,000 kilometres
sealed since 2001; and

» Regional roads stimulus packages.

Industry are also partnering with government to help
bring further innovation to this road safety challenge.
Presenter Colin Dominish, Regional Director,
Southern Hemisphere, GHD Digital, described’ their
digital innovations to help improve road safety across
Australia, including the role of technologies such

as ITS in improving safety of roads. As a specific
example, GHD is working with road authorities on an
initiative that involves using video in remote locations
to understand the workings of an intersection,
including trailing of a mobile phone app to measure
the road roughness index.

RA supports the continued and accelerated
investment in these proven, relatively low cost,

road safety initiatives, and related projects being
implemented in all States and Territories. With
increased funding support for regional and rural road
safety, these initiatives can be implemented using
existing proven approaches to save lives, with the
added significant benefit that they often utilise local
industry resources that benefit of regional economies
as they emerge from COVID-19 challenges.

RECOMMENDATION 11

That the Commonwealth provide increased
funding in the 2020-21 Budget to support the
expansion of State and Territory Government
Regional and Rural road safety infrastructure
programs.

LEVEL CROSSING SAFETY
UPGRADES

As a related recommendation to Recommendation
11 outlined above, RA has been made aware of

the Australian Railway Association (ARA] Budget
Submission. Following discussions between RA and
the ARA, RA supports the ARA recommendation,
which states that:

The Commonwealth Government support the work
currently underway by the Office of the National
Rail Safety Regulator [ONRSR] to develop a National
Level Crossing Portal, by providing any additional
resourcing or support needed to streamline the
completion of the project and secure the necessary
jurisdictional data.

Once completed, it is recommended that the
Commonwealth Government work with industry
and the detailed data available within the portal to
develop a prioritised national list of level crossing
removal projects, particularly focussing on high-
risk crossings in regional areas. The data available
through this historic initiative will, for the first time,
allow for a truly data driven approach to improving
the rail and road safety outcomes across the
country related to level crossings.

7 RA Policy Webinar Presentations and Reports https:/roads.org.au/Policy/Safety/Presentations-and-reports

SUPPLEMENTARY RECOMMENDATIONS TO COMMONWEALTH BUDGET SUBMISSION 2020-2021
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